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Old remedies were 'good for what ails ya' 

Leetonia pharmacist john Roose has these 19th century patent medicines among his collection of out-of-date nostrums that began when his father was a pharmacist. 
Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery was claimed to be "the greatest flesh-builder known to medical science." The Swamp Root, displaying a drawing of Dr. S. 
Andral Kilmer of Binghamton, N.Y., was billed as "the great kfd.ney, liver and bladder remedy." Many of the liquid potions contained high percentages of alcohol. 
The Asthmad.or Ci;?arettes in the foreground. were advertised as relieving "the distress of bronchial asthmatic paroxysms." 

By Dick Wootten 

IANUARY 1, 1907 MARKED the beginning of 
the end of an era. That was the date the Federal 

ure Food and Drug Act, signed by President Ted­
dy Roosevelt in June 1906, went into effect. 

And that was the date the snake oil salesmen 
began crawling under the rocks. The great age of 
the phony patent medicines that were hawked in 
small towns in medicine shows, whose curative 
powers were splashed in big letters on rocks and 
barns and whose proof of excellence was testified 

------~----------------- -----

to in newspaper ads - that age was corning to an 
end. 

Teddy's signature on the law prohibited the 
interstate travel of misbranded, poisonous or 
harmful food, drugs or medicines and liquor. The 
law was aimed at preventing the sale and manu­
facture of such items. Other laws were to follow. It 
all meant that the business in patent medicines, 
which had reached a volume of $80 million in 
1906, was about to take the slide. 

Some nostrums took many years to jump off the 
shelves. Dr. Kilmer's Swamp Root, which "cured" 

Bright's disease, Catarrh of the .Bladder, Gravel and 
Dropsy wa'S still being sold as late as 1958. That 
same year marked the end of the Hostetter's Tonic 
business. When a Hostetter business partner died, 
so did the business. 

But during the Ovil War the Union Army was 
buying Hostetter's Bitters by the train carload. The 
bitters contained small amounts of cinchona bark, 
gentian root, orange peel, anise, and 473 alcohol. 
Dr. Hostetter explained that the amount of alcohol 

Tum to REMEDIES on page 4 



Old chapel still stands 
By Lois Firestone 

The Williamsport Chapel has stood on a hill over­
looking the wifd and primitive Beaver Creek State 
Park for 122 years, a picturesque relic of a long-ago 
time when hopes were high that the Sandy and 
Beaver Canal would bring prosperity to the area. 

The town of Williamsport was platted along the 
Beaver Creek in 1834 by William Crawford, an early 
settler who had built a sawmill there - a story 
about the town appears in this week's issue. 

The town is long gone but the chapel where the 
people of Williamsport worshipped still sits in a 
clearing, surrounded by the forested park. The 
church was erected in March 1869 - church mem­
bers paid the Columbiana County commissioners 
one dollar for the .93-acre piece of land. From then 
until it was abandoned in 1952 the church was 
active. 

A dozen years later, in 1964, the Columbiana 
County Forests and Parks Council got the idea of 
restoring the old church as a place of worship for 
summer campers and visitors. The council pur­
chased the land and building a year later and work 
started on a new roof - 40 electricians, carpenters 
and others volunteered their time for the pro1ect. All 
told, only about $4,000 of actual money was spent 
on the project, and $1,000 of that was for the 
property. 

Forty two churches from nine denominations 
were represented at the dedication on May 29, 1966. 
Twenty three ministers spoke or assisted at the 17 
Sunday morning services which followed that first 
summer. The services have continued since then, at 
9:30 every Sunday morning from mid-May through 
the first Sunday in SeptemlJer. 

How were these common words brought into the language? 

The church restoration was only a part of the 
parks council's plans to develop the state park into 
a major tourist attraction back in 1964. Gaston's Mill 
had deteriorated almost beyond repair, but experts 
brought back the historical landma£k to what it had 
been 100 years before - my father, an electrician, 
spent many Saturdays at the mill then, and he was 
only one of many who lent their expertise. 

The remains of the old canal locl<s constructed by 
Irish workers are scattered around the park. Gretcli.­
en's Lock is one of them; this lock is on the site of 
the abandoned canal town of Sprucevale, and 
there's another nearby, Lusk's Lod<: which is two 
miles east of Elkton. 

A park ranger oversees the park activities which 
inciuae hiking and horseback trails, camping sites 
and the annual old-time festival hela on the 
grounds around Gaston's Mill. Beaver Creek State 
Park is a wonderful place to explore throughout the 
year. 

MONKEY WRENCH: A wrench with an adjust­
able jaw set at right angles to the hand. Derived 
from the invention of the tool by Charles Moncke, 
a London blacksmith. 

RITZY: Exclusive. Hotel owner Cesar Ritz, born 
in 1850 of Swiss peasants. His London and Paris 
Ritz Hotels were the epitome of glamour and chic. 

MICKEY FINN: Sleeping drug added to a 
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drink. Mickey Finn was the bartender who worked 
in downtown Chicago bar from 1896 to 1906. Finn 
would slip a potion (probably chloral hydrate) into 
a patron's drink; when he passed out, Finn and his 
boys robbed him. 

BLANKET: Bed c-overing. Thomas Blanket, a 
weaver in Bristol, England about 1340, spun the 
first blanket, some sources say. 
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Ho7Se drawn "kid wagons" and their drivers prepare to set out along country roads to pick up the Fairfield School youngsters in Columbiana, New Waterfora 
and .Middleton in this photo, taken about 1915. The school annex, used today for sixth grade and industrial arts classes, is in the background. Behind the 
building can be seen a train passing close.by - the tmcr.s are long gone. The wagons, forerunners of school buses, were outfitted with coal stoves to wqrm the 
children being transported to classes during the winter months. · 

County was rife with rye whiskey consumers, makers in the 1800s 
. By Lois Firestone 

T HE FIRST SHINGLED ROOF in Columbiana 
County was nailed on by a carpenter who 

laboriously hewed out the oblong angles from 
felled trees near the log cabin he built in the early 
1800s for Robert Boyce in: the settlement of Faw­
cettstown, later East Liverpool. But that distinction 
isn't what put him in the county's history books. 

His name was William Hudson but people called 
him "Old Gauge." He was a famous character and 
the greatest whiskey drinker the county ever 
spawned. However, he never once exhibited any 
drunkenness, the story goes. Despite his alcoholic 
leanings, he had the reputation for nerves of steel 
and an ability to work for hours non-stop - he 
could easily hammer out 400 rails in a day. 

Hudson put away a gallon of whiskey every 
day, gulping down a pint at a time at a specific 
hour, according to a schedule he followed reli­
giously. That's why he was called "Old Gauge." 

l 

Although rye was cheap, he seldom had to pay for 
it himself; he would never shake hands on carpen­
try work without first making certain that the 
employer would give him enough whiskey to get 
him through to the end of the job. 

Unfortunately, oldtimers say, his degenerative 
ways caught up with him in old age and ne moved 
to Virginia to be cared for by relatives. 

Hudson was out-of-the-ordinary, to be sure; but 
the truth is, everyone drank in those days, whether 
it came in a newly-distilled bottle or masqueraded 
as an elixir - the whiskey -the locals concocted 
wasn't ordinary whiskey, though, it was good old 
rye. 

A thirsty man could buy a gallon for 25 cents 
retail and sometimes cheaper. Tbat was the stand­
ing price for decades. Making and selling the alco­
hol was big business; in Ell<run Township alone 
there were eight distilleries - among them were 
Ward, Armstrong, Means, Montgomery and Freed. 

Levi Rogers s~t up the first still at .Achor in: Mid­
dleton Township in 1808. Others who followed 
were George Brown, Job Russell, George and John 
Grate, Levi Guy, Edward Crawford, William Craig 
and Peter Myers. 

The earliest makers in New Lisbon were George 
Duck, Frederick Galehouse, John Thomson, 
Edward Pettit, Benjamin Hahn, John Reese, Wil­
liam Jacob and Daniel Harbaugh. 

The county swelled in population and industrial 
growth over the next four decades. By 1841, 83 
gristmills and 167 sawmills were. operating along 
with 37 tanneries, 7 oil mills, 2 paper mills, 2 fur­
naces and 2 foundries. 

Listed on tax returns for 1840 were 215 pleasure 
carriages valued at $10,443; 8,619 horses valued at 
$344,760; 13,657 "neat" cattle, $109,256; mercantile 
capital, $108,849; money at interest, $44,265. 

Only the distillery business was dwindling. Gra­
dually it faded away. 
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was "enough to hold in solution the extracted 
medicinal properties" of the formula. 

Wrote one historian, "Hostetter's vaunted reme­
dial properties were sadly lacking, but many a 
frightened Yankee at Gettysburg knew he faced 
Pickett's Charge. as bravely as he did because of 
the swig of Hostetter's under his belt." 

Alcohol, something that was considered an evil 
among polite society, was a key ingredient of 
many a patent medicine. Paine's Celery Compound 
had 21 ·percent alcohol and Pemna had 27 percent. 

In 1906 a physician made a statistical study that 
showed that "more alcohol is consumed in this 
country in patent medicines than is dispensed in a 
legal way by licensed liquor vendors, barring the 
sa1es of ales and beer." 

Some of the quacks created empires. Dr. S.B. 
Hartman , the creator of Peruna, bottled the 
nostrum in a plant in Columbus, Ohio that covered 
two solid blocks. 

Dr. Hartman felt that catarrah caused most of 
the ills of mankind and his Peruna was just what 
the doctor ordered. He had a sanitarium near the 
plant where people were "treated for heart disease, 
rheumatism, anemia, :rickets, erysipelas, nervous 
prostration and paralysis." 

Because Peruna contained 27 percent alcohol, it 
became a target of mu:rk:raking journalist Samuel 
Hopkins Adams, who wrote in Colliers' magazine 
in 1906, "In short, the internal revenue authorities 
bade old Doc Hartman either to put some real 
medicine into his drink or to open a bar." 

Hartman tried it. He added big doses of senna 
and buckthorn in the concoction and sales 
dropped. They dropped most likely because the 
alcohol content was also altered from 27 percent to 
20 percent. Hartman gave in and sold Peruna (by 
then called KA-TAR-NO) as an alcoholic beverage. 
Within a few years his was one of more than 240 
nostrums that could be sold legally only over the 
bar. 

Hartman was a well-known notable citizen of 
Columbus. He built the Hartman Theater, just 
south of the State House, where thousands viewed 
concerts and traveling New York plays. His Peruna 
partner and son-in-law, Frederick Schumacher left 
$50 million to the Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts 
when he died in 1957. 

Lydia Pinkham (1819-1883), a sweet lady who 
lived in Lynn, Massachusetts, got into the patent 
medicine business on a fluke. Her husband signed 
a note for a friend and had to make good on the 
note by paying out $25. In return, the friend gave 
him the formula which was supposed to be a "cure 
for the weakness of females." Lydia, who had been 
brewing her own home :remedies for years, added 
True Unicorn and Pleurisy Root to the nostrum 
and gave away gallons of it to her neighbors. Word 
got out about the :remedy and soon a couple of 
strangers came to her house to buy some. Lydia 
was reportedly embarassed by the idea but agreed 
to sell them six bottles for $5. 

Within a couple of years Lydia got into the 
swing of things and began advertising with a ven­
gence. She wrote the ads with her sons and 
daughter. Her classic was "A FEARFUL 
TRAGEDY, a Clergyman of Stratford, Connecticut, 
KILLED BY HIS OWN WIFE, Insanity Brought on 
by 16 Years of Suffering with FEMALE COM­
PLAINTS THE CAUSE. Lydia E. Pinkham's Veget­
able Compound, The Sure Cure for These Com­
plaints, Would Have Prevented the Direful Deed." 

Business boomed when her son got the bright 
idea to pay the Boston Herald $60 to put Lydia's 
picture on its front page. That promptea wholesal­
ers to buy the compound by the gross. 

Small town newspapers, that had the engraving 
of Lydia's face handy, used it over the obituaries of 

Tum to next page ~ 

SW AMP-ROOT PURIFIES THE BLOOD. 
Every drop of blood in tl.ie body passes through and is filtered by the kidney<; 

every three minutes! Therefore, to purify t!te blood we should do 
it through the kidneys. Tliis is \vhat,Swamp-Root does. It puri­
fies the blood in a way Ulh.ke any other reniedy, and when taken 
as a general system tonic it will not only cleanse and purify the 
blood, but will drive out diseased conditions that may be lurk­
ing in the kidneys> liver or bladder, ready to break out at any 
moment without warning. 
~ Ei.·ery bottle contains the same high standard of purity, 

~EY.UVER~PR1~%~ strength and excellence. 
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Queen Victoria, Lucretia Mott, Carry Nation, Mrs. 
James G. Blaine and even Lizzie Borden. 

In the 1950s an independent analysis was made 
of the compound's contents and concluded it to be 
a good herb remedy that showed an estrogen con­
tent. By tl'len the alcohol content had been reduced 
from 18 to 131/i percent. 

The Pure Food and Drug Act was replaced in 
1938 by the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, 
which expanded previous definitions and quality 
standards. It listed requirements on production, 
shipping and labeling. That same year the 
Wheeler-Lea Act prohibited false and misleading 
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LYDIA E. PINKHAM'S 
VEGETABLE COMPOUND. 

Is a. Positive Cure 
for all those PolnfUl Clomple~nttt ond u· eakne111.ee 

so common to our best f4.'molc population. 
It will cure entirely the wonit form of Female Com­

plaints, all ovarian troubles, Infiammntion and Ulcers. 
tion, Fn.lllng and Displ!u:ernents, and tbe consequent 
Spinal Wea.knees, and is p:Lrtlcularly adapted to the 
Change of Ufe. 

It wm dissolve and expel tumors frcm the uterus in 
o.n early stage of development. The tenclency to can­
c~rous humorsthereis checked very speedily by its use. 

It removes fa.intness, fiatulency. destroys all craving 
for stimulants, and relieves wenkncss of the stomach. 
It cures Bloa.ting, Headaches, Nervous Prostration, 
G~nera.l Debility, S.leeples$neG<1, Depression and Indi­
gestion. 

That feeHng of bea.rlng do>rn, cau~ing pain, weight 
and ba.cka.che, is always permanently cured by its use. 

It will nt all timea :md under o.11 circumstaucys act in 
harmony with th;:- iaws thnt rc~<:rn the femnle system. 

For i'be cure of Kidney Com}>u..i.r.tr ... r eitl:.er sex thls 
Comp<. ;md is uneurpnssc-d. 

L T~IA E. PINKHA.ll'B VEGEA' ABLE COli· 
POUND is prepn.rod at 233 nnd 2.>3 'Yestern A ...-enue, 
Lynn, Mass. Price $1. Six bot.ties for $;). Sent by ma.il 
in the form or pills, also in the form of lozenges, on 
receipt of price, $1 per box for dthc:r. Mrs. Pinkham 
treelyanswlirs all letters of inquiry. Send for pamph­
let. .Address as a.bo...-e. Mrnfi<-11 this Paper. 

advertising claims. 
The government is still busy policing false 

claims. As long as there is money out there, the 
quacks will keep busy. 

(For more information on the old patent medi­
cines you might check out two books at the 
Salem Public Library. They are Steward H. Hol­
brook's "The Golden Age of Quackery," which 
was a source for this article, and Adelaide Hech­
tlinger's "The Great Patent Medicine Era"f 

DR. HOLLICK'S 

APHRODISIAC REMEDY, 
THE ONLY SURE AND RELIABLE AGENT 

FOR THE 

:PERMANENT CURE OF 

IMPOTENCE, STERILITY, 

AND 

NERVOUS AND SEXUAL DEBILITY, 

IN EVERY FORM ; 

:BEING THE CELEBRATED RF.MEDY USED FOR SO MANY 

YEARS IN 

DR. HOLUGK'S EXTENSIVE PRACTICE, 

DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO SUCH CASES, AND 

NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME OFFERED 

TO THE 

PUBLIC. 

~ 
These testimonials ~ women sinf5i:ng the praises of 
Doctor Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery and 
Favorite Prescription were printed inside a free 
"Pierce's Memorandum and Account Book" that 
also included a calandar for the years 1896 and 
1897. The book is part of the Roose collection. 

MRS. B.-l.KER. 

Shortens Labor. 
Mrs. w. c. BAKER, of South 

Bend, Pacific Co., ?Vash., writes: 
"I began taking Dr. Pierce's Fa­
vorite Prescription the first 
month of pregnancv, and have 
continued taking it since confine­
ment. I did not experience the 
nausea or any of the ailments due 
to pregnancy, after I began tak­
ing your 'Prescription.' I was 
only in labor a short time, and 
the physician said I got along -
unusually well. , 

We thrnk it saved me a great 
~ deal of suffering. I was troubled 

a great deal-with leucorrhea also, 
and it has done a world of good 
for me." 

Falling of Womb. 
~rr. ALFRED LEWIS, of Fairport Harbor, Lake Co., Ohio. 

wntes : "I cannot tell you how my 
wife has improved since she began 
the m;e of your 'Favorite Prescrip­
tion.' She has no more trouble with 
falling of the womb, aud she never 
feels any pain unless she stands too 
long. She has no bearino--down 
pains since she began the use ~f vour 
remedies. She does nearlv all of her 
own house-work now, but ·before she 
commenced taking ·your. remedies. 
she couldn, •. u-n' walk across th.e 
room. • 

I do not kno'v how to thank vou 
for all the g-ood vour remedies h·ave 
done her, for the best doctors had 
given her case up as incurable." :\!RS. LEWIS. 

"Female \Veakness." 
:\Irs. AXXA D.-l.l.'EL, of f';o, ')OI 

South iVain St .. Bloomington. !!ls., 
writes: '' l\Iy case was falling of 
the womb and female weakness. 
I had suffered from that disease 
for eight years. I was almost 
down to a skeleton and had to be 
carried from the Hospital to my 
house. when my husband hearu, 
through some friends, of Doctor 
Pierce's Favorite Prescription and 
we concluded to give it a trial. 
By perseveriqg in the use of the 
'Prescription' and the 'Golden 
:Medical Disco>-ery' I was entirely 
cured so I can attend to my house-

:\ _ hold duties again. I thank God 
•!Rs. DAUEL. that I am living to-day, and I invite 

all my suffering sisters to try Dr. Pierce's Family Medicines.'' 

Female Weakness, Asthma, Severe Cough. 
Mrs. S .. \. '.\Io:-.-ROE, of ;rs S. Regester St .. Baltimore, J',.fd., 

. writes : " I had· been ailing for a 
year or more. being troubled with 

: ·Female ·weakness' and leucorrhea, 
when I took a severe cold which 
settled ou my lungs, and I had a 

· ven: severe attack of asthma which 
was so bad that for three weeks I 
could not lie down in bed at all. I 
pad a terrible cough, iu fact every 
one thought I had consumption 

. and nothing ga\·e me relief until i 
• took l\vo bottles of Doctor Pierce's 
. Favorite Prescription and two of 
i 'Golden :\Iedical Discovery.• They 

cured me and I have had no return 
:\!Rs. :\Io:-.-RoE. of the dreadful cough since. and that 

has been two years now and I have 
had good health ever since. I am in possession of a copy of 
the Common Sense Medical Adviser which I would not part 
with for anything." ' 

"Female Weakness." 
i\Irs. \VrLLI..\.~.r HOOVER, of Bellville, Richland Co., Ohio, 

writes as follows : "I had been 
a great sufferer . from 'female 
weakness:' I tried three doctors; 
they did me no good ; I thought I 
-was an i1n-alid foren·r But I 
heard of Dr. 'I>ierce's G-oiden Med­
ical Discover</ and bs 'Favorite 
Prescription, "a:id then I wrote to 
hiin and he told me just how to 
take the'.r... I commenced last 
Chri;;tma;; and took: eight bottles. 
I now feel entirelv well. I could 
stand on my feet only a short time. 
and now I do all my work: for mv 
family of n\•e. '.\Iy little girl had 
a ,·ery b:id cough for a long time. 

·She took your 'Golden Medical 
Di~covery' and is now well and 
h;:;.ppy." 

MRS. KL.'IG. 

l\IRS. HOOVER. 

Sterility Cured. 
l\Ir5.' CAROLI:S-E Kr:s-G, of -New Bos­

ton, Scioto Co., Ohio, writes: "I will 
always recommend Dr. Pierce's Fa­
vorite Prescription. it cured me when 
all other medicines failed. For ten 
years I suffered untold misery. J: 
commenced taking vour medicines 
and found relief be'tore finishing one 
bottle. After using your medicine · 
eleven months, I made my husband 
the present ofa twelve pound boy. 

I think it is the best medicine in 
the world." 



This small metal sculpture showing a man painfully 
seated on a bed of nails was used in drug stores of 
bygone days to advertise a cure for hemorrhoids. It 
is among the items in the Roose collection. 

John Roose remembers his father telling him about 
this fancy electric cigar lighter that was once dis­
played in a Salem drug store where his father work­
ed. His dad said an arrogant local industrialist, who 
thought he owned the town, used to come into the 
drug store, steal a cigar, light it at the fancy lighter 
ana walk out. It maae everybody in the store furious 
but nobody did anything about it. 

Harry H. Ink left his imprint 
By Richard Stelts 

N INVENTOR OF A popular patent medic­
ine - back in the 1890s when bottled elix­

irs were all the rage - h~s left his permanent 
mark in Leetonia, the town where he first started 
in business. 

Harry Harper Ink, a pharmacist, was the crea-, 
tor of Tonsiline, a sore throat remedy in the 
1890s. But 15 years before he compounded his 
healing mixture in his Canton factory, he lived 
in Leetonia. 

Ink opened the town's first drugstore in 1879 
in the brick building, the present Leetonia Public 
Library, along what was known as the Wick 
Block. It's likely that he was the builder, since 
his name is carved into the outside rear facade. 
Charles E. Ink is mentioned as another local 
merchant along the same block in the advertise­
ment below which appeared in the local news­
paper. Possibly the two men were related. 

The etching identifying Ink and the building, 
which is mentioned in the town's history, was 
discovered when the fire escape was torn down 
during the library's renovation in 1989. The 
words carved into the west outside wall of the 
library read: "Harry Ink. 1879." 

Harry married Mary Stewart, a local girl, in 
October 1887, and their son, Harper Harry was 
born in Leetonia on Jan. 5~ 1888. In 1894 the fam-

ily moved to Canton where Harry began manu­
facturing the Tonsiline full time. The Leetonia 
drugstore was taken over by Fred W. Wiedmay­
er who had opened another drugstore further 
d~wn the street .. Don Hasbrook bought out 
W1edmayer and operated the old Ink store until 
1929. 

Tonsiline was "a godsend" to political orators 
during the William McKinley-William Jennings 
Bryan presidential campaign of 1900. A Tonsil­
ine promoter would suggest the product to an 
agent of the speaker in question, who welcomed 
a relief from a throat hoarse from traveling to 
one public meeting after another. The medicine's 
fame spread. · 

Harper Harry Ink attended Oberlin College 
for three years and then returned home to Can­
ton to join the company business because of his 
father's ill health. Harper was eleded a director 
and secretary of the company in 1911 and 
became secretary-treasurer in 1926, the year his 
father passed away. He was named company 
presideµt in 1942. 

A backer of the Canton Bulldogs professional 
football team, Harper managed several business 
buildings the family owned in Canton and 
supervised the construction of the family's 
Palace Theater in 1926. 
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Yes-terqears 
AfonJay, Septem1er 2, 1991 

Photo courtesy of Minnie Huddleston Kirksey 

Erma Lang's second grade class at Columbia Street School in Salem poses for the photographer in this photo taken in 1929. Minnie Huddleston Kirksey of 
Salem, who went to the school along with her seven brothers and sisters, can remember the names of some of the youngsters. Solbert Metz is fifth from the left in 
the fourth row, Gene Shasteen is seventh from the left in the third row. Mary furgastru and Georgetta Lee are second and third in the second row and Betty 
England is seventh in the row. Seated are Jeanett~ Potts and Helen Knepper,.first and second, Margar~t Terry, fourth, and Minnie, seventh. Minnie and her 
sister Ardora Montford remember the teacher playing a Sousa march on the piano as students marched znto school after recess and the huge shuffleboard set up 
inside in the hallway where students could play if the weather outside was rainy or cold. Christmas was the best time because the huge tree in the hall was 
lighted and the youngsters exchanged gifts. · 
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3 new school built in alem in 1 6 

The one-room Vernal Grove School whic;IJ wa~ situated along Newgarden Avenue. 

By Dale E. Shaffer 

EVEN THOUGH THE old Fourth Street School 
· was tom down 17 years ago, those of us who 
went there as youngsters still have a special fond­
ness for . th~ building; so strong, in fact, that we 
continue to look difigently for new information 
about its history. A fot of our growing up took 
place in that brick stronghold, and we want to 
know every little tidbit about its life from start to 
finish. 

As children, we thought of the building as a 
separate little world. But we took it pretty much 
for granted at the time, not really caring a lot about 
its history. Now, many years later, we are curious 
and nostalgic about every aspect of its existence. 
The building has become like another relative in 
our family histories. 

The year 1896, although a time of economic 
depression, was a very important one for school 
building in Salem. Decisions were made by the 
Board of Education to construct three new schools 
- Fourth Street, Prospect and Vernal· Grove. 

The first Fourth Street High School, built in 1860, 
had become unsafe and needed to be replaced. It 
was three stories, heated by steam, and had nine 
classrooms, two recitation rooms and a superinten-

dent's office. The third floor was used for- the high 
school. At the first commencement in 1865, there 
were only two graduates; four the following year. 
Mi:. McMillan was superintendent in 1860 when 
the old schoolhouse was built, but W. D. Henkle is 
given much credit for setting the high standards of 
scholarship during his tenure from 1864 to 1875. 
His house, incidentally, is now part of the Salem 
Historical Museum. 

NEW FOURTH STREET HIGH SCHOOL 
W.C. Wilkins of Pittsburgh had the lowest bid 

for erecting the new building. The contract was let 
to him on July 17, 1896 for $43,500. He offered $500 
for the old structure, thinking that he could use 
some of the material in the new building. 

Wilkins had bid $55,000 for erecting both Fourth 
Street and Prospect Schools. The contract for Pros­
pect, however, was awarded to S. Juliat of Alliance 
for $11,848. It was decided to leave the second 
floor unfinished, since the first floor was large 
enough to accommodate all the pupils. This 
resulted in a reduction of $875, making the total 
contract price $10,973. Mr. Wilkins then bought 
Juliat's contract for $500. He was also the contrac­
tor for Vernal Grove School. 

The Board of Education favored the architectural 
plans and specifications that Mr. LaBella of Indiana 

had submitted. Unfortunately he died before they 
were finalized. Boyd and Long, from Pittsburgh, 
then got the job but before the building got under­
way, Mr. Boyd died. 

In the fall of 1896, a week' after the contract was 
let, the 1860 school building was torn down. Work 
then began on the new structure, dragging on for 
months until it was finally under roof ~and a por­
tion of the inside work was completed. At this 
point, Wilkins failed financially. His bond - the 
Mercantile Trust Co. - ended up completing the 
building at a loss of $7,000. 

School was delayed until Oct. 9, 1897, with only 
the first floor being available. It was not until Nov. 
15 that the high school was able to move into its 
new qm~rters ~upstairs. 

On the first floor were eight classrooms, a library 
and the superintendent's office. On the second 
floor were six rooms, plus the auditorium that took 
up the west half of the floor. it seated 682 people, 
exclusive of the gallery and two bay windows, 
which accommodated 300 more. 

Hanging on a heavy wooden framework in the 
new tower was the bell cast by the A. Fulton Co. of 

Tum to next page ~ 



The second Fourth Street School, Salem's elementary and senior high school, in 1907. T/lhen built in 1897, the school was considered to be the latest "in 
architecture, design, convenience and durability." 

Pittsburgh, taken from the tower of the old build­
ing. This bell would be removed from the new 
tower around 1926 because of its weight. It now 
serves as the Salem High School's Victory Bell at 
Reilly Field. Also placed in the new tower in 1897 
was a telescope donated by Mr. Joseph Thompson. 

Brick from Fourth Street School (several on dis­
play at the Museum) came from Canton. The 
building was fitted with Smead system of ventilat­
ing fans, driven by gas engines. There were speak­
ing tubes all over, connecting each room with the 
superintendent's office. Forty people were employ­
ed at the construction site - 17 bricklayers, nine 
carpenters and 14 laborers. 

PROSPECT SCHOOL 
Architectural plans for this facility were made by 

Albert Cameron of Salem. He had been the 
architect for Willow Vale School in 1890. Original­
ly, the two-story Prospect structure had three 
rooms on each floor. It was formally accepted on 
Oct. 14, 1897 and dedicated, along with Fourth 
Street School, on Nov. 25, 1897. Fourth Street, how-

Tum to next page ~ 
The Prospect School which was built in 1897 along Prospect Street. Plans for the building were drawn by 
Albert Cameron of Salem who was the architect for the Willow Vale School erected in 1890 



ever, got aH the attention, so there were few v1s1-
tors at Prospect on the afternoon of its dedication. 

VERNAL GROVE SCHOOL 
The decision to build this school was made on 

July 22, 1896. Bond levies had been defeated three 
times by township voters, but the school board 
was determined to have a new one-room school on 
Newgarden Avenue. It passed a resolution to build 
one at a cost not to exceed $1800. A contract was 
let to W.C. Wilkins on the condition that he wait 
for his money until it was available in the school 
system's treasury. 

FOURTH STREET DEDICATION 
At 10 a.m. on Nov. 25, 1897 an overflowing 

crowd packed the auditorium of the new Fourth 
Street High School. Aisle$ were jammed and peo­
ple had to be turned away. It seemed like everyone 
m town wanted to attend this major event which 
was a proud one for the city. 

The stage Was decorated with bunting of nation­
al colors, ferns, potted plants and chrysanthe­
mums. On the wall behind the stage hung life­
sized portraits of Presidents Washington, Lincoln 
and Garfield. 

A choir of 24 voices were on the right side of the 
stage; speakers and Board of Education members 
sat at the left. Miss Belpnap was the pianist, and 
Mr. A.H. Hassler and Miss Mary Hannay were 
soloists. 

Following the musical selections, keys to the 
scho'ol were presented to the board. Speakers 
included Superintendent Burris and the Hon. J. 
Twing Brool<s. The latter spoke for three-quarters 
of an hour reminiscing about Salem's old school 
buildings. 

Reverends M.J. Grable, F.E. McManus and C.B. 
Henthorne also spoke briefly, following by an orig­
inal poem reading by George D. Hunt, author of 
several histories of Salem. A Thanksgiving offering 
was taken for the Dorcas Society. The ceremonies 
concluded with everyone sing~ng "America," and 
Rev. W.P. Hopkins giving the benediction. 

During the afternoon of Nov. 25 there was a con­
stant stream of over 3,000 visitors going through 
the "magnificent new house that would provide a 
higher education for children." No formal invita­
tions were issued, except for a few for the dedicat­
ory exercises in the morning. The reception and 
open house were informal, with visitors being left 
on their own to inspect the building. 

In 1897 Fourth Street School was considered "to 
be among the first in the state in architecture, 
design, modem convenience and durability." Visi­
tors to the open house that November afternoon 
came away very proud and pleased at what they 
saw - "a splendid schoolhouse" like nothing they 
had ever seen before. Built to last for centuries, it 
would be allowed to stand for only 77 years. 

Thousands of children would walk on its 
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THE DEDICATION OF THE SALEM, 0. HIGH SCHOOL. 
BY GEBRBE a H~NT. 

flfdication ; Sor. 25th, is97. 
;<· .. :~~~:'. ~·::.~ TE~ll'J.'.., we tl~is hou~e may justly name. (;00~ 1 ~eachii~g will. irs ~1tudents' mi.nd enrich, Ye n:mths, who look to future uselulness. 

_,_, \\·here ~nence will procure reward and fame But shallon· draughts by them we must deplore, '\'ow in your studies onward-onward pres~, 
z.fcy~ :\nd ··youth may here their wealth acquire- \Vhile through sclwbrs. we shall more and more For indolence there1s no excuse to you, 
':;~k The moral virtues too, which we admire, Rejoice to train, that they our land may bless, And while your friends and helps may be but k 
Ye~1, eYery gift \\'hich learning can dispense, And much enhance our nation's happiness. Your diligence applied in lack of these 
And give 110 slight to that of common sense; Of what our country now is most in need, \Vill earn rewards for you that surely plea~' 
I.inch knowledge a!-:i man's wellare most <lnes .nted, ls men, who µroYe themselve:-; by word and dee<l, The moral virtues yv11 must cultivate, 
In .-ighteOtt!i ways, his mental powers to Jea<l : Its faitflful friends, and then for it engage :\nd shun what will your ~~arning 0~ss1pate 
These grand and glorious obje.cts to attain, In noble work that shows each one a sage. Then strive for what will give yolt Strength c, 

The wind of man for mightiest works to train: lts interest thus the scholar may promote; The laws c,f health likewise you must fulfill. 
Likewise his intdl .... ct ~o elevate, Then for a public trust may claim your vote. Sound minds and bodies must united be, 

For ends like these, this place, we consecrate. ( ;ood n1en and women too~ our cmintry needs; To students thus '\~ill come prosperity. 

There was a sl'ring, from which, old autlw" say, \\"hat they should be, gives rise to di,·ers creeds·: :\nd to their Alma !\later* honors bring, 
The :\!uses drank, while we of later day, But there is this in which we must agree: :\s good and great as what the poets srnµ;. 
Such notions may, in some degree excuse, To all with science teach rnorality. The educated man may find his place 

Some credit for their thoughts we can't refuse. Divorce to these we never should allow ; :\t home; and there may run life's busy race, 
The metaphors inuch 11sed in Greece and Rome Then live and act as if no time but now, 'Vith more advantage to his state at large, 
~lay be applied in our American home. 
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To us would ever come ; this rightly use : Than ir he s,trove for some official charge ; 
A Virgil or a Homer we don't need With sloth the mind and body ne'er- abu,e. He better may by wise example teach 

To sound the praise of students' well earned meed. Scholastic learning ne\'er should ignore Some good to those whom hap'ly ho ... ~j read 
·Tis science right applied in useful arts, A place for moral culture on its score. That many nseful men and wc_,men too, 
"ihile piety reigns supreme in human he~trts~ Religion should in science have its aid- Whose righteous acts in time shall come to vie 
That gives to man his true nobility, lts votaries with this help to higher grade Shall from this place their good career comm• 
And thus he best adorns socieiy. May rioe, and our Creator's glorious plan As fruits of what professors shall dispense, 

A poet did declare a mighty truth, Be fully seen in educated man. Within these walls, from daily lessons fraught 
In thus exposing smatt'ring gains of youth : Could we the future with prophetic ken With purer.wealth than golden coin e'er bougr 
"A little learning is a dangerous thing:- Look through and there behold the honored men, ls now our ardent wish and prayer too; 
Driilk deep or taste not the Pierian Spring; And women too, the graduates of each year, This fact.in full-more than prophetic view: 
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain: Their greatest bo.on their education here; While thorough scholars hence in time shall COh 

But drinking largely sobers us again."* If this in their progressive work should show; If then reproach should be the lot of some, 
This edifice which now we dedicate Such scenes might make our hearts with rapture glow· Their lack of study we shall justly ulame, 
To science-open for the low and great, Though much our nation n·eeds good laws, For they will get instead of honest fame, 
\Ye shall expect to be a place in which It more does need support in virtue's cause. The atom which is called "a dangerous th.ing.· 

With more of rightly educated men, But not the fruit of this "Pierian Sprir 

"'Pol'E-E,.sny on Criticism. There'll be no lack of go· enactments then. 
"The school where a ptrson has bet'" 

wooden floors, climb its regal staircase, practice 
fire drills on its outside fire escapes, and listen to 
delightful afternoon marches and serenades com­
ing from the basement orchestra room. Few build­
ings come along in a lifetime that make such deep 

impressions on so many people as did Fourth 
Street School. Whether it was Fourth Street, Vernal 
Grove, Prospect or other school building, its per­
sonality is part of every youngster who learned 
within its walls. 
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tardust'renienibered as 
By John Barbour 

AP Newsfeatures Writer 

SOMETIMES I WONDER WHY I spend the 
lonely night, dreaming of a song. 

So begins a musical thought that has become 
part of the American heritage and helped define 
the very nature of the nation's popular culture. 

Now, eight years before the century ends, the 
song "Stardust" or "Star Dust" (you have a choice) 
makes firm claim to being the Song of the Century, 
the inspiration of Hoagy Carmichael, a skinny 
music-struck kid from Indiana, who wrote the 
music, and Mitchell Parish, a song tinkerer from 
Manhattan's lower East Side, who wrote the 

1 words. 
, It has been recorded more than 1,300 times by 

hundreds of artists. One music historian, the late 
David Ewen, said its lyTics have been translated 
into 30 different languages. 

Beyond counting are the number of people who 
have danced to it, wooed to it, sung their babies to 
sleep to its melody and still recafl their glowing 
vouth to its lilt. 
" "The melody haunts my reverie and I am once 
again with you." 

John Edward Hasse, curator of American music 
for the Smithsonian Institution, says the evidence 
for calling it the song of the century is strong. He 
says it is /Fthe most-recorded song in the history of 
the world and that right there qualifies it as it as 
the song of the century." 

One music historian says the closest competitor 
is "Yesterday" by the Beatles' John Lennon and 
Paul McCartney. Number three is W.C. Handy's 
"St. Louis Blues." 

For 62 years "Stardust" has echoed at dimly lit 
and festooned high school and college proms and 
country club dances, in elevators and in dingy 
piano bars, where a broken-hearted drinker may be 
having one more for the road; in barracks rooms 
around the world, in night dubs and in ballrooms 
arid in diners and from car radios and from soda 
fountain juke boxes. 

Those echoes have grossed millions over the 
years since it was first recorded in 1929. In 1963, 
the original publisher said it was still averaging 
$50,000 in royalties a year. 

Even as late as the mid-1980s, disc jockeys in 
New York and Washington featured a different 
version every morning for going-to-work drivers 
and never repeated a single one for two years. At 
least four movies used Star Dust in their titles. This 
year a new romantic movie, "The Miracle," begins, 
ends and is laced with its melody. 

It is an extremely personal song, evoking secret 
passions. 

A 20-year-old Indiana woman, mortally wound­
ed in a 1933 shooting, asked that "Star Dust" be 
played at her funeral. President Dwight D. Eisen­
hower chose it first from the soothing menu of 

songs he was allowed after a heart attack in the 
1950s. It has been the theme song for young lovers 
for almost three generations. 

Artie Shaw's 1940 rendition sold two million 
copies over the counter and led jukebox polls for 
years. Willie Nelson's gold album "Star Dust" in 
1978 stayed on the best-seller charts for more than 
135 weeks. 

Nelson recalled singing it in the Austin, Tex., 
Opera House. "There was a kind of stunned 
silence in the crowd for a moment, and then they 
exploded with cheering and whistling and 
applauding. The kids thought 'Star Dust' was "a 
new song I had just written ... " 

It was written, however, by Hoagland Howard 
Carmichael, born in 1899, who died 10 years ago 
this year. The lyricist, Mitchell Parish (Michael 
until a song publisher changed his name) is 92, liv­
ing in a cluttered one-bedroom apartment on New 
York's upper East Side, confined to a wheelchair 

of Century 

among the memorabilia of his life. 
The verse begins as if an intrusion into private 

thoughts, /1 And now the purple dusk of twilight 
time, steals across the meadows of my heart ... " 

The song's history is curious, surrounded by 
apochryphal and conflicting stories and Hoagy 
Carmichael did little to straighten things out. But 
in his first autobiography, "The Stardust Road" 
(1946), he recorded his feelings at the moment of 
its birth, in Bloomington, Ind., one day in 1927 
when he was not quite 28, about this time of year, 
the end of August: 

"It was a hot night, sweet with the death of sum­
mer and the hint and promise of fall. A waiting 
night, a night marking time, the. end of a season. 
The stars were bright, close to me, and the North 
Star hung low over the trees. 
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"I sat down on the 'spooning wall' at the edge of 
the campus and all the things that the town and 
the university and the friends I had flooded 
through my mind. Beautiful Kate (Cameron), the 
campus queen ... and Dorothy Kelly. But not one 
girl - all the girls - young and lovely. Was Dor­
othy the loveliest? Yes. The sweetest? Perhaps. But 
most of them had gone their ways. Gone as I'd 
gone mine ... " 

''Never to be 21 again; so in love again. Never 
feel the things I'd felt. 'The memory of love's 
refrain ... "' 

Carmichael says he looked up at the sky and 
whistled, and the melody flowing from his feelings 
was "Stardust." Excited, he ran to a campus hang­
out called the Book Nook where the owner was 
ready to close. He begged for a few minutes of 
piano time .to solidify the theme in his head. 

Is that really how it happened? Says music histo­
rian Hasse, "What can I say? It is truly a thing of 
legend." 

When Carmichael later played it for friends it 
had a jazzy upbeat rhythm that pushed the theme 
to the point of obscurity. It was first recorded on 
Halloween of 1927 by a pick-up band at his alma 
mater, Indiana University, a version Hoagy called 
"ragged." He copyrighted the music sans words 
on Jan. 5, 1928, as "Star Dust" two words, 
although his first penciled manuscript had it as one 
word. 

On Oct. 28, it was recorded in Detroit by Don 
Redmond's Chocolate Dandies. On Jan. 29, 1929, 
Mills Music of New York's Tin Pan Alley pub­
lished the sheet music for the first time as "Star­
dust," one word again. 

Since 1904 

Jack Mills arranged for a special materials writer 
on his small staff, Mitchell Parish, to write the lyr­
ics but even Parish was not impressed at first. 

Then in May 1930, a popular band leader named 
Isham Jones recorded it and slowed the rhythm to 
a dreamier tempo. 

"~nd then it happened," Hoagy wrote, " ... the 
horrible thought; tnat queer sensation that this 
melody was bigger than I. Itffedidn't seem to be part 
of me ... To lay my cJaims I wanted to shout back at 
it, ,;Maybe I didn't write :r:ou, but I found you."' 

. ljoagy loyed the music business the way I 
did, ·says Mitchell Parish. "I don't know that he 
p~ay;d .it fc;>r me. But I saw the manuscript and I 
~hdn t hke it._ You know why? It was swing. To me 
it sounded hke another swing tune ... 

"It was not an overnight smash." His theory is 
that most long-lasting songs are not instant hits 
because people tire of the instant repetition. ' 

But he was as vague as Hoagy about the process 
?f creatioi:. In all ,,likelihood, Hoagy had some 
mput. Pans~ says, You never know how long it 
takes to wnte ... Because you walk around with it. 

. So when you sit down to put it on paper, you've 
already written it in your mind." 

Carmichael credited the title to a college room­
.mate who ran after him in Indianapolis one day 
and said, "Call it 'Stardust,' " and then moved his 
hands to describe dust falling from the sky. 

Randy Carmichael, the younger of two sons 
P_lays his father's songs at concerts, but plays and 
smgs a larger repertoire at a supper club called The 
Arboretum on Friday and Saturday nights in the 
resort town of Harbor Springs, Mich., on Little 
Traverse Bay. 
~is father, he says, was proud of his musical 

ab1hty and was happy to sit down and play "Star­
?;ist" on ~ny piano~ anywhere. "He would say, 
Ive got this new thmg I'm working on' and he'd 

play parts of it. 
"So what I get throughout the country is, 'Your 

Dad wrote "Stardust" on my piano.' And in a 
sense he did." 

Tied to the song was Hoagy Carmichael's friend­
ship with Bix Beiderbecke, the innovative genius 
on the trumpet and comet who changed American 
music with his incredible jazz shifts and licks and 
the clarity of his musical -ideas, so different from 
the tragic course of his life. 

Carmichael named his first son Hoagy Bix Car­
michael. He says Beiderbecke was instrumental in 
changing his father's career from law to music. 

"Bix kept telling him, 'Hoag, there's more in 
you ... You've got the stuff ... ' And Bix was obviously 
right." 

Besides, says Hoagy Bix, "It was fun. You got to 
smoke some weird cigarettes and run around with 
some pretty unusual ladies and drink some stuff 
and do this music that's in your hands that you 
can't stop ... " 

Hoagy Carmichael was brought up in a loving 
family, the son of an itinerant electrician and a 
mother, a tiny woman, who would take him with 
her when she played the piano at the silent movie 
houses, villain music, chase music, love music. He 
learned about music from her. 

On the other hand, says Hoagy Bix Carmichael, 
"Bix's parents wanted him to go into the profes­
sions and of course Bix was going to play the 
trumpet...And he always sent his recordings home 
to 'his parents. He was proud of them and he 
wanted them to be proud of him. But of course 
they weren't. He went home one time to dry out. 
He had been there a couple of weeks when he hap­
pened to open a cupboard and there were all tne 
records he had sent his parents - unopened." 

The next year, 1931, this genius of jazz died at 
the age of 28, the result of alcohol abuse. Hoagy 
Carmichael played in a movie commemorating 
Beiderbecke's career, "Young Man with a Horn," 
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staring Kirk Douglas. 
Music historian Hasse says that "Stardust" is 

symbolic of the 20th century because it draws so 
heavily on jazz. "The melody line is almost like a 
frozen Bix Beiderbecke improvisation." 

It is a very serious, compHcated piece of music, 
three minutes worth of incredible melody. It 
doesn't have a bridge, for instance, that place in 
the chorus where the composer breaks his theme to 
set up its final statement. It is one complete sen­
tence with no dependent clauses. 

On the other hand, "Skylark," which Hasse 
thinks is Carmichael's other masterpiece, has a 
very difficult bridge which trips up vocalists and 
instrumentalists alike. 

! Carmichael was capable of writing a dud and 
some music that would be lost without the lyrics, 
for instance, //Two SleeIJy People." He and ~om­
poser and lyricist Frank Laesser were chatting 
around an old upright piano at Loesser's rented 
cottaO"e when both aiscovered they were out of 
smokes. And Laesser wrote, ''Here we are, out of 
cigarettes, holding hands and yawning, see how 
late it gets." Great lyrics, simple melody. . 

The Carmichael brothers, fargely Hoagy B1x, 
have put together the book and music for what 
they hope will be a Broadway musical, to be called 
"Hoagy and Bix," featuring some. 22 of Hoagy's 
songs. Mitchell Parish has a musical review called 
"Stardust: The Mitchell Parish Musical," which has 
just opened in San FraI1;cisco to good revie~s. 

Parish wrote the lyncs for other Carmichael 
songs, "Riverboat Shuffle," ''T~e Whit~ Wo~l1d of 
Winter," and one of Hoagy s favorites, One 
Morning In May," and went on to collaborate with 
others. Band leader Glenn Miller got him to write 
"Moonlight Serenade," and he wrote the lyrics to 
dozens of songs such as "Stars Fell on Alabama," 
"Deep Purple," "Sweet Lorraine" and "Sophisti-
cated Lady." . . . . 

Parish hates people tampering with his lyrics. 
One publisher told him that "Stars don't fall on 
Alabama," and that friends of his didn't know 
what the phrase meant. "I told him off." 

If "Stardust" helped establish Parish's career, it 
also had a great effect on Carmichae~' s sons as 
well. Theirs became a world of celebnty. · 

Hoagy Bix says that Fred Astaire was one of the 
best friends he will ever have, a sort of surrogate 
father. 

On the Hollywood street where tJ:ley lived were 
Bing Crosby, Lana Turner, Art Lmkletter, Judy 
Garland Alan Ladd. When his father went off to 
play th~ London Palladium and he and his wife 
were gone for almost four month~, _Hoagy Bix was 
stashed with collaborator and lyr1c1st Johnny Mer­
cer and family. 

"I didn't know anything else," he says. "I 
thought that Humphrey Bogart lived next door to 
everybody." 

qe~s­

Auc~ 
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238 Nklin Street, 

Leetonia 

427-2300 

Canal town was one man's dream 
By Lois Firestone 

T HE BUILDING OF THE Sandy and Beaver 
Canal would tum out to be his golden oppor­

tunity, William Crawford reasoneg, one wnich 
would make him a wealthy tnan. 

Engineers laying out the route of the projected 
canal in 1834 were proposing that three locks and a 
dam would be erected along the Beaver Creek near 
the point where the West Fork meets the Middle 
Fork. Crawford was elated when he heard the 
news, because that meant the canal would cut 
through his land. 

Why not plat a town like other promoters were 
doing? he asked himself. Business at the sawmill 
he'd started in 1811 was going well, and a canal 
port would only stimulate more. The potential for 
other industries was endless, Crawford believed. 

He laid out First and Second Streets along either 
side of the canal bed which was 40 feet wide - in 
all he plotted 39 lots, most of them 50 feet wide 
and 120 feet deep; seven were 60 feet wide. Craw­
ford chose lots 11 and 12 for his plot of ground. 

First Street was. separated . from High Street by 
Mulberry Alley. The main street was a roadway 
which exists today and leads to the site of the old 
Methodist Episcopal Church on a hill above the 
town. Alleys were the names of the cardinal points 
although two were dubbed Short and Spice. 

Many of the lots reached back from the canal 
bank to a flourishing flour mill which had been 
built in 1806. One of the oldest in Columbiana 
County, the mill operated for over a century. In 
later years, the Crawford family salvaged five tons 
of scrap iron from some of the old machinery that 
had been rusting away for years on the spot where 
workman had left it when the building was razed. 

The family put two mementoes from the flour 
mill to use in the 1930s - two posts from the mill 
held up the awning in front of the store and con­
fectionary operated by Crawford's sons during 
those years. 

William Crawford officially platted the village in 
1835, intending to name it "William Crawford's 
Port." There were numerous Crawford families 
residing in the hollow, but few had the surname 
William. So the town was officially called ''Wil­
liamsport." For a reason lost to history the postof­
fice was named "Park." 

A small meeting house was built for the towns­
people; William, Alice and James Crawford were 
among the first trustees while others were John 
and Martha Lones and John and· Elizabeth Nahar. 
In 1851 a larger church was erected on a hill near 
the Crawford farm. 

Residents paid county commissioners $1 for a 
.93-acre site in 1869 and in March that year the 
Fairview Chapel was built. The name was later 
changed to the Williamsport Chapel. 

The canal was eventually discarded and Craw­
ford's hopes for a boom town were dashed. How­
ever, the village existed sleepily for years, inha-

1:;w;;;1/ZJ;;;;"·StMe 
Yesterday I was rowing in a boat across the big lake at Sevekeen 
and catching crayfish in the creek. . 
Yesterday I spent all day at the swimming pool~ .. until I had to run up 
ths fire escape to make it to supper on time. 
Yesterday I fell asleep at night listening to rrye rush of water over the 
spillWay - and the band playing at the dance upstairs at the clubhouse. 
Today I am your neighbor and pharmacist at Grommolls. 
We treat you as a friend first and customer second at Grommol. 
We did that Yesterday; and will tomorrow. . 
But we also offer state-of-the-art computerized prescription records. That's 
so we will be your drugstore of the future tool. 

Stop in and see us soon Even if you . 
just want to reminisce. 

109 E. Ohio, Sebring, OH 
938-6670 

The restored Williamsport Chapel in Beaver Creek 
State Park where services are held from mid-May 
to September . . 

bited mostly by Crawfords. Ten families were liv­
ing in Willi~msport in the 1870s, and that number 
was reduced to two by 1930. Two of William's 
sons, P. G. and Edward, lived out their lives in the 
village, a:nd another, Jefferson, resided in nearby 
Elkton. . 

In the intervening years, Crawford bought up 
much of the village property and by the 1930s Mrs. 
Crawford owned all tfte original plat except for 
three lots. The plan for the unincorporated village 
was officially entered on· county records by recor­
der S. P. Harrington on Oct. 10, 1862. Crawford's 
original plat was found among his papers follow­
ing his death. 

Today, the only remnant of the town is the 
chapel - loyal members kept the church going 
until 1952 when it was finalfy abandoned. Fortu­
nately, the handsome frame structure was included 
in plans for the development of Beaver Creek State 
Park, sponsored by the Columbiana County Fore­
sts and Parks Council in 1964. Gaston's Mill, which 
lies within the park, was also restored -'- much of 
the labor and materials were contributed. 

----. 

PEOPLE WHO KNOW YOU, 
PEOPLE YOU CAN RELY ON .. : TOiiAY AND TOMORROW. 

Star!( Memorial Inc. 
1014 E. State St., Salem, Ohio 

Russell C. Loudon 
332-5139 

, ; 



Al"GJ'IQUL 
~~~·OR--~~§\ 

cJUNQUB 
By James McCollam 
Copley News Service 

Q. Enclosed is a picture of my old doll. Please 
give me your estimate of its value. 

She stands about 30 inches tall and has a 
bisque head and shoulders. Her hair nad eye­
lashes are real, and she has blue sleep eyes. The 
body is jointed composition, but the hands and 
feet are bisque. Her mouth is open, showing her 
teeth. She is dressed in a 1900-style costume. 

The back of the head is marked "Halbig -
Germany." . 

A. Your doll was made by Simon & Halbig in 
Grafenhain, Germany, about 1900. In good condi­
tion, it should sell in the $1,750 to $2,000 rap.ge. . · 

Q. The enclosed mark is on the bottom of a 

Manufacturers and Designers of 
Injection Molded Plastics . 

"We mold service 
as well as quality 

in our products." 

Iii 
(FORMERLY WARREN MOLDED PLASTICS) 

800 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, SALEM, OHIO 216-337-9961 
A WORTIDNGTON INDUSTRIES COMPANY 

The Free Enterprise System at Work 

Old doll brings 
lots of dollars 

10-inch dinner pl~te with· a scalloped gold rim 
and a paneled border with a stylized garden 
motif. The colors are red, green and blue. 

Can you tell me anything about its origin, age 
and value? 

A. this plate was made by Shore & Coggims in 
Longton, England, about 1900. It is fine-quality 
bone china and probably worth $50 to $60. 

BELL EEK 
Let's eliminate hte confusion about Irish Belleek 

and American Belleek. 
The Irish version is a beautiful, lightweight, 

translucent porcelain made irt a factory founded in 
Ireland by David McBimey. It has a creamy irides­
cence like a sea shell. All kinds of articles were 
made - tea set$, figurines, centerpieces, etc. 

Irish Belleek enjoyed such popularity in America 
that there soon emerged imitators in this country. 
Ott & Brewer in Trenton, N. J.; Ceramic Art Pot­
tery, later Lenox china; Willets Manufacturing Co., 
also of Trenton; and Knowles, Taylor & Knowles of 
East Liverpool, Ohio, were prominent among the 
American manufacturers of Belleek-type porcelain. 

The American version is heavier and less trans­
lucent and is not likely to be mistaken for Irish 
Bell eek. 

The Irish Belleek is easy to identify by its marks, 
which show some combination of a hound, tower, 
harp and shamrock. The American marks are also 
easy to recognize - they all are marke9. "Belleek" 
for obvious reasons. In addition, they usually 
include their own name, such as Willets, Lenox, 
Coxon, etc. 

Strangely enough, American Belleek brings as 

Serving The Area 
Since 
1917 

and still serving the 
nicest people with 

"RED CARPET TREATJMENT" 
229 N. Ellsworth, Salem 

Monday-Friday 8:30 - 8:00 
Saturday 8:30 - 7:00 

Sunday 10 :00-1 :00 

Closed Holidays Free Delivery 

This German-made bisque doll could be worth up 
to $2,000. 

high and sometimes higher prices than Irish Bel­
Ieek. In the first place, there has been much more 
of the Irish Belleek made than all of the American 
versions combined. 

Irish Belleek beaRing the first mark (hound, harp 
and tower over Belleek) was made between 1863 
and 1891. It is the most desirable and brings the 
highest prices. 

American Belleek hasn't been made in almost 
100 years and brings higher prkes than Irish Bel­
leek made in the last 50 years. 

Send your questions about antiques with pic­
tures, a detailed description, a stamped, self 
addressed envelope and $1 per item (limit one 
item per request) to James G. McCollam, PO Box 
1087, Notre Dame, IN 46556. 
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