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THEACTION

AUTO RACING
12:30 p.m.
SPEED — NASCAR, Nationwide Series, pole
qualifying for Stater Bros. 300, at Fontana,
Calif.
2:30 p.m.
SPEED — NASCAR, Sprint Cup, practice for
Auto Club 500, at Fontana, Calif.
3:30 p.m.
SPEED — NASCAR, Sprint Cup, “Happy
Hour Series,” final practice for Auto Club 500,
at Fontana, Calif.
5:30 p.m.
ESPN2 — NASCAR, Nationwide Series,
Stater Bros. 300, at Fontana, Calif.
FISHING
10 p.m.
ESPN2 — Bassmaster Classic, day two
weigh-in, at Birmingham, Ala. (same-day
tape)
GOLF
10 a.m.
TGC — PGA Tour/WGC, Accenture Match
Play Championship, quarterfinal matches, at
Marana, Ariz.
2p.m.
CBS — PGA Tour/WGC, Accenture Match
Play Championship, semifinal matches, at
Marana, Ariz.
TGC — Champions Tour, Allianz Champi-
onship, second round, at Boca Raton, Fla.
4:30 p.m.
TGC — LPGA, Honda-PTT Thailand, third
round, at Chonburi, Thailand (same-day tape)
6:30 p.m.
TGC — PGA Tour, Mayakoba Classic, third
round, at Riviera Maya, Mexico (same-day
tape)
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
11am.
ESPN2 — Siena at Butler
Noon
CBS — Regional coverage, Florida at Missis-
sippi or North Carolina at Boston College
ESPN — Seton Hall at West Virginia

1p.m.

ESPN2 — Louisiana Tech at Northeastern
2p.m.

ESPN — Texas at Texas Tech
3p.m.

ESPN2 — Nevada at Missouri St.
FSN — Stanford at Oregon St.

4p.m.
ESPN — lllinois at Purdue

6 p.m.
ESPN — Kentucky at Vianderbilt

8p.m.

ESPN2 — Coll. of Charleston at George
Mason
9p.m.
ESPN — UCLA at Washington
12 Mid.
ESPN2 — Wichita St. at Utah St.
MOTORSPORTS
8pm.
SPEED — AMA Supercross, at Indianapolis
NBA BASKETBALL
8p.m.
WGN — Philadelphia at Chicago
OLYMPICS
Noon-5:30 p.m.
MSNBC — Men'’s curling: U.S. vs. Sweden;
men'’s ice hockey: Switzerland vs. Norway, at
Vancouver, British Columbia
1-6 p.m.
NBC — Women's freestyle skiing: aerials; ski
jumping: individual K-125 large hill Gold
Medal final; men’s cross country: 30km pur-
suit Gold Medeal final, at Viancouver, British
Columbia
5-8 p.m.
CNBC — Women's curling: U.S. vs. Britain, at
Vancouver, British Columbia
7:30-10 p.m.
MSNBC — Men'’s ice hockey: Slovakia vs.
Latvia, at Viancouver, British Columbia
8-11:30 p.m.
NBC — LIVE: men’s short track: 1000m Gold
Medal final; men’s speed skating: 1500m
Gold Medal final; SAME-DAY TAPE: two man
bobsled; women’s alpine skiing: Super-G
Gold Medal final, at Vancouver, British Colum-
bia
10 p.m.-1am.
CNBC — Men’s curling: Canada vs. Britain, at
Vancouver, British Columbia
12 Mid.-1 am.
NBC — Women'’s short track: 1500m Gold
Medal final; Award Ceremonies, at Vancouver,
British Columbia (same-day tape)
12 Mid.-3 a.m.
MSNBC — Men's ice hockey: Belarus vs.
Germany, at Vancouver, British Columbia
3-6am.
MSNBC — Men’s curling: Norway vs. Den-
mark, at Vancouver, British Columbia (delayed
tape)
SOCCER
7:30 a.m.
ESPN2 — Premier League, Everton vs. Man-
chester United, at Liverpool, England
WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
1p.m.
FSN — Texas at Texas A&M
11 p.m.
FSN — Washington at Southern Cal

APSPORTLIGHT

1993 — Julio Cesar Chavez records a
fifth-round TKO over Greg Haugenina
WBC super lightweight title bout be-
fore a record crowd of 130,000 at Mex-
ico City's Aztec Stadium.

1994 — After 17 years and 279 races,
Sterling Marlin wins his first race, the
Daytona 500. Marlin barely holds off
Ernie Irvan on the final lap. 2004 — The
St. Louis Cardinals give Albert Pujols
a $100 million, seven-year contact,
2005 — Jeff Gordon grabs the lead
from Dale Earnhardt Jr., then holds off
Kurt Busch and Earnhardt in extra laps
to win his third Daytona 500.

2009 — LeBron James scores 55
points, one short of his career high, in
Cleveland’s 111-103 win at Milwaukee.
2009 — Phoenix becomes the first
team in 18 seasons to score at least
140 points in three consecutive games,
beating Oklahoma City 140-118. The
Portland Trail Blazers did it from Nov.
13-17in 1990.

» BOXING

Giuriceo scores majority decision in Cleveland

Slaff Reports

all in favor of Giuriceo.

CLEVELAND — Struthers native Jake
Giuriceo scored a majority decision in his
bout against James Ventry (7-11-1) Friday
night at the Wolstein Center on the cam-
pus of Cleveland State University.

The bout went six rounds but Giuriceo
knocked Ventry down twice. Two judges
scored the fight 60-52, and another 60-51,

The fight had the possibility of being
aired on ESPN2’s Friday Night Fights if
there was a gap from the end of the main
event. Unfortunately for Giuriceo, the
main event went the distance pushing his
fight past the alloted air time.

With the win, Giuriceo improves to 6-0-

» PREP WRESTLING

West Branch has solid

opening day af sectional

BELOIT — West Branch leads
after the opening day of the Divi-
sion II Sectional Wrestling tourna-
ment in Beloit.

As a team the Warriors scored 75
points posting an 11-4 singles match
record.

The Salem Quakers didn’t fare as

both of his matches but was the sole
winner for the squad which is in
10th place with 11 points.

Every wrestler is still alive in the
tournament with the top four finish-
ers from each weight class advanc-
ing to district action.

The tournament concludes today.

Area individuals advancing to the
district tournament will appear in
Sunday’s edition of the Salem
News.

1 in his pro career.

well. Salem's Jon Meissner captured

LISBON

FROM 1B

our kids to step up and fin-
ish what they’ve started. We
got the defensive stop we
needed and were able to pull
out the win.”

The defensive stop came
from the out-stretched arm of
Matt Metzgar, who used every
inch of his 6-foot-3 frame to
block Jordan Faudree’s attempt
at a game-tying 3-pointer from
the top of the key.

Metzgar and  6-foot-4
William Bowyer, presented an
inside mismatch that Sebring
was unable to solve throughout
the night. However it’s a prob-
lem that Sebring coach Brian
Clark hasn’t seen before.

“That doesn’t look any dif-
ferent then any of the rest of
the teams we’ve faced this
year,” Clark, who is used to his
team being out-sized said.
“Their kids just played grittier
tonight.”

While Metzgar got hit with
foul trouble early on, Bowyer
stepped up and became the pri-
mary weapon on both ends of
the floor for the Blue Devils.
He finished with a game-high
18 points and also grabbed
nine rebounds while blocking
four shots. He was instrumen-
tal in both building a lead for
his team early, and giving his
team control of the game in the
fourth quarter.

“William has been very con-

sistent for us,” Huckshold said.
“He has improved immensely
with finishing and playing at
the rim. (Point guard) Todd
(Padurean) does a heck of a job
getting him the ball in the right
positions.”

After Sebring rallied to take
their first lead of the game at
the 6:02 mark in the fourth,
Bowyer stepped up and hit
three straight baskets to turn
the game back into Lisbon’s
favor.

Padurean, the team leader
who was held in check through
most of the game, then came
alive late scoring seven points
of his 13 points in the fourth
quarter, including a key 3-
pointer that gave his team
some breathing room going
down the homestretch.

“He’s been our mainstay,”
Huckshold said of Padurean
who is nearing the 1000 point
mark for his career. “He runs
our offense, handling the ball
90 percent of the time. He sets
everyone up and makes the
right decisions. Tonight he
made the decisions to pass it
off when he needed to.”

Those decisions to pass paid
off as Padurean had seven as-
sists on the night.

Lisbon was able to build an
early lead and withstood sev-
eral attempts from Sebring to
surge ahead. The Trojans got
the game time three times in
the second quarter, but each
time Lisbon had an answer and
most of the time, that answer

Lishon's Matt Metzgar passes around Sebring's Dakota Wagner
during their game Friday in Lishon. (Salem News/B.J. Lisko)

was Bowyer.

“Lisbon executed their sets
really well and got good looks
inside,” Clark said. “We came
back and did some nice things
and were able to take the lead.
At that point they just out-exe-
cuted us.”

Dakota Wagner and Aaron
VanKirk each scored 11 points
to lead Sebring on the night.

Neither coach though could
ask for a better scouting report
as they will see each other
again Tuesday, Mar. 2 in a first
round tournament game at

Struthers. Each still has some
games to play before, but each
knows what they must do bet-
ter for the tournament match.

“It wasn’t our best perform-
ance tonight,” Clark said.
“They played hard tonight, but
I think Chris will have some
things to improve on just like
we will.”

Even though his team got
the win, Huckshold still is tak-
ing notes on what his team
must do to repeat the outcome.

“We had some turnovers
tonight and understand we
need to play better,” Hucksh-
old said. “They had some easy
looks they didn’t convert on
and we’re going to need to
limit those next time.”

Lisbon won the jayvee
game 29-15. Chad Bosel led
Lisbon with eight points.
Corey Garcia scored six for
Sebring.

Lisbon will play next
Wednesday, Feb. 24 against
United. Sebring will play on
Monday against Jackson-Mil-
ton.

SEBRING: 6 8 13 20 - 47
LISBON: 10109 21 - 50
SEBRING SCORING: Corey Baia 0-0-0, Tyler
Rinehart 1-1-3, Seamus Johnson 4-0-8,
Trevor Eaton 3-0-6, Jake Hobbs 0-0-0, Jordan
Faudree 2-0-5, Dakota Wagner 4-3-11, Aaron
VanKirk 4-3-11, Chase Good 1-1-3.
TEAM TOTALS: 19, 8-17, 47.
LISBON SCORING: Todd Padurean 5-2-13,
Drew Sweeney 0-0-0, Patrick Gresh 2-3-7,
Zach Rovnak 3-2-9, William Bowyer 9-0-18,
Chad Bosel 0-0-0, Matt Metzgar 1-1-3.
TEAM TOTALS: 20, 8-13, 50.
THREE POINTERS: Sebring 1 (Faudree),
Lisbon 2 (Padurean, Rovnak).

ROUND

FROM 1B

Salem (9-8, 4-3 AAC
White) will play again tonight
against Struthers who has al-
ready clinched the All-Ameri-
can  Conference = White
Division title.

SALEM: 112219 16-68

LIBERTY: 1517 510-47
SALEM SCORING: Trent Kenreigh 4-2-11,
Zach Penick 2-1-5, Jake Madison 3-2-8, Trent
Toothman 1-2-4, Eric Bailey 0-0-0, Ryan Wolf-
gang 3-2-8, Matt Oliphant 2-1-5, Sam Schus-
ter 2-0-6, Ben Eisel 3-3-9, Ryan Bush 0-0-0,
Mike King 6-0-12. TEAM TOTALS: 25, 13-20,
68
LIBERTY SCORING: Jamaal Daniel 5-0-12,
Charles Perdue 2-2-6, Ondre Brown 1-0-2,
John Rivers 0-0-0, Preston Williams 3-2-10,
Jabril Brown 0-1-1, Brian Venable 1-0-2, Jalen
Mann 3-1-9, Marquis Williamson 2-1-5. TEAM
TOTALS: 17, 7-10, 47
THREE POINTERS: Salem 3 (Schuster 2,
Kenreigh), Liberty 6 (Daniel 2, Williams 2,
Mann 2)

Western Reserve 61,
Springfield 57

BERLIN CENTER —

Western Reserve scored an
upset of sorts taking down

Springfield 61-57 Friday.
Leading the Blue Devils was
Jake Barker with 20 points,
eight rebounds and three steals.
Joe Mamonis had 13 points
and two blocks, and Eric Ken-
nehan had 10 points and seven
assists.

For Sprinfield, Nick Russell
had 12 points. Ron Rogers
added 11, and Brad Ferraro
had 10.

Springfield won the jayvee
game 45-40. Joe Ohlin had 15
for the Tigers. Thomas Benyo
had 10 for Western Reserve.

Western Reserve improves
to 5-14.

SPRINGFIELD: 1019 11 17 — 57

WESTERN RESERVE: 20 13 13 15— 61
SPRINGFIELD SCORING: Jim Zubick 4-0-9,
Tanner Avnet 1-1-3, Nick Russell 5-0-12, Tim
Norris 3-0-6, Brad Ferraro 4-0-10, Ben Avnet
1-2-4, Ron Rogers 4-2-11, Jay Musial 0-2-2.
TEAM TOTALS: 23, 7-14, 57
WESTERN RESERVE SCORING: Ryley
Sheptock 1-0-2, Thomas Benyo 3-1-7, Clay-
ton Hull 1-1-3, Shane Ewing 2-2-6, Eric Ken-
nehan 5-0-10, Jake Barker 6-3-20, Joe
Mamonis 6-2-13. TEAM TOTALS: 24, 9-15,
61
THREE POINTERS: Springfield 6 (Russell 2,
Zubick, Rogers, Ferraro 2), Western Reserve
5 (Barker 5)

Northwest 48,
West Branch 47

CANAL FULTON —
Northwest narrowly edged
West Branch 48-47. Leading
the Warriors was Tylor Rock-
well with a game-high 19
points. Jake Gonci had six
points and five rebounds. Troy
James and Brandon Ferguson
had seven points each for West
Branch. Northwest won the
jayvee game 40-29.
West Branch (4-13) hosts
Salem Friday.

NORTHWEST: 131910 6 — 48
WEST BRANCH: 817139, 47
NORTHWEST SCORING: Cory Hoffman 4-0-
10, Nick Riley 3-1-7, Tim May 5-0-12, Donnie
Marko 2-04, Zach Ford 0-1-1, Mitch Lewis 1-

0-2, Adam Boswell 3-0-6, Mike Millard 3-0-6.
TEAM TOTALS: 21, 2-10, 48

WEST BRANCH SCORING: Luke Butcher 2-
0-6, Jake Gonci 3-0-6, Scott Muckleroy 1-0-2,
Tylor Rockwell 6-7-19, Brandon Ferguson 3-
1-7, Troy James 3-1-7. TEAM TOTALS: 18, 9-
12,47

THREE POINTERS: Northwest 4 (Hoffman 2,
May 2), West Branch 2 (Butcher 2)

South Range 65,
Warren JFK 57

NORTH LIMA — In the
final game in their old gym in
North Lima, South Range
made sure to go out on a win-
ning note rallying past Warren
JFK 65-57. JFK led 30-28 at
halftime.

Nathan Ruiz had 16 points
for South Range. Andy Lace-
field had 14 points, and Kyle
Seaver added 13.

South Range won the jayvee
game 43-41. Leading South
Range was Dan Good with 20
points.

South Range (13-6) will
play tonight at Springfield in a
girl/boy doubleheader.

WARREN JFK: 11 1917 10 — 57

SOUTH RANGE: 1216 19 18 — 65
WARREN JFK SCORING: Kevin Wyers 2-4-
10, Pat Hull 1-0-3, Brendon Coy 2-0-4, Carl
Broadbent 7-0-17, Deonte Stubbs 2-0-4, Nick
Donkers 2-0-4, Tyler Proiva 2-2-6, Dominique
Naples 1-2-5, Rob Seger 2-0-4. TEAM TO-
TALS: 21, 8-13, 57
SOUTH RANGE SCORING: Brandon
Pluchinsky 1-2-5, Kyle Seaver 3-7-13, Andy
Lacefield 5-4-14, Peter Dinh 3-3-9, Travis
Landis 2-0-4, Jordan Baker 2-0-4, Nathan
Ruiz 7-2-16. TEAM TOTALS: 23, 18-28, 65.
THREE POINTERS: South Range 1 (Pluchin-
sky), Warren JFK (Broadbent 3, Wyers 2,
Hull, Naples)

Southern 72,

Heartland Christian 55

SALINEVILLE — South-
ern came up with a win on
Senior Night, 72-55 over
Heartland Christian. Leading
the Indians was Jake Boyle
with 22 points. Gabe Martins
had 14 points, 10 assists and
eight rebounds. Mike Pitts had
seven points and 11 rebounds.

For Heartland, Michael
Stearns had 15 points, and Jake
Farran had 14.

Southern won the jayvee
game 66-30. Leading Southern
was Luke Griffith with 17
points.

Southern (13-6) plays Fri-
day at Wellsville.

HEARTLAND: 121014 19 — 55

SOUTHERN: 1326 1221 — 72
HEARTLAND SCORING: Jake Farran 6-0-
14, Jon Osborn 6-0-15, Michael Stearns 6-4-
16, Durand Foutz 4-0-8, Owen Stryffler 1-0-2.
TEAM TOTALS: 23, 4-4, 55
SOUTHERN SCORING: Brett Hunt 1-2-5,
Trey Griffith 6-1-14, Gabe Martins 6-4-14, J.J.
Neperkowski 1-0-2, Mike Pitts 3-1-7, Michael
Hipsley 2-2-6, Seth Utt 1-0-2, Jake Boyle 8-2-
22. TEAM TOTALS: 28, 10-13, 72
THREE POINTERS: Heartland 5 (Farran 2,
Osborn 3), Southern 4 (Boyle 2, Hunt, Griffith)

LEBRON
FROM 1B

Conference just three years ago.

As the Summer of LeBron
draws near, general manager
Danny Ferry’s creative moves
and owner Dan Gilbert’s wallet
have turned over the Cavaliers’
roster in an attempt to give
James plenty of reasons to re-
main in Cleveland.

“(Ferry) has done a good job
of bringing in players and try-
ing to build something,” James
said. “I think we all know how
important it is to win around
here and we have high expecta-
tions every year. The front of-
fice has done a great job of
bringing in guys that want to
win and want to do what’s right
for the team.”

Cleveland’s payroll for this
season is near $83 million,
ranking among the top five in
the league. But it was the final
two years on Jamison’s con-
tract, worth a total of $28 mil-
lion, that allowed Ferry to
acquire him at the trading dead-
line. It’s a move he has mas-
tered. While teams around the
league continue to shed payroll
either for economic reasons or
to make room for this summer’s
strong free agent class, the Cav-
aliers continue to welcome the
rich and famous.

Ferry overhauled the roster in
2008, trading six players one
minute before the trading dead-
line for Joe Smith, Ben Wallace,
Wally Szczerbiak and Delonte
West. It remains perhaps the

most vital of all his moves,
since it laid the groundwork for
what was to come.

Smith was traded to Milwau-
kee for Mo Williams when the
Bucks didn’t want to pay him
through 2012. Ferry turned
Wallace into Shaquille O’Neal
when the Suns were trying to
get out from under $20 million.

Now Gilbert has allowed
Ferry to turn Ilgauskas into
Jamison, while leaving hope the
Cavs could get 'Z’ back if
Washington, as expected, buys
out his contract.

“This is Dan Gilbert’s com-
mitment to winning,” Ferry
said. “He supported us to make
any move we think makes this
organization a championship-
caliber team.”

Now Gilbert must hope it’s
enough to keep James, who can
become a free agent in July.

In trying to get to know his
superstar a little better, Gilbert
brought James and his family to
Idaho last summer for a con-
vention featuring some of the
biggest names in business, like
Bill Gates and Warren Buffett.

It created a bond between
Gilbert and James, since it was
the first time the pair had spent
significant time together. They
talked about life, philosophy
and business over the five days,
but they didn’t talk about
James’ future in Cleveland.
Gilbert, a comedian at times,
won’t even joke with James
about this summer.

“I joke about a lot of things,
but probably not that,” Gilbert
said. “This time of year, we're

focused on trying to have the
right outcome.”

If basketball is James’ first
passion, business is his second.
It’'s why he embraced the
chance to spend a week among
the high level executives from
around the world. James is a
self-taught businessman, hav-
ing never gone to college after
taking the leap from high
school to the NBA. Yet he was
ranked fifth earlier this month
on Forbes Magazine’s Fab 40
list of the most powerful figures
in sports.

“Great experience,” James
said of the trip. “I learned a lot
about business, did a lot of net-
working, it was a great time for
not only myself, but my kids
enjoyed it. A lot of things I
brought home not only bettered
myself, but bettered my com-
pany and bettered the things |
do.” Added Gilbert: “He’s got
a high level of awareness and a
high interest in business. He
takes very good notes. He’s the
kind of guy that wants to learn
not just about basketball, he al-
ways wants to improve what
he’s doing. And that lines up
with our culture and philoso-
phy.”

It doesn’t take business acu-
men to understand the numbers
of the NBA. On a maximum
contract this summer, the Cava-
liers can offer James an extra
year and about $30 million
more than any other team.
James has maintained his deci-
sion will be based not on
money, but on what gives him
the best chance to win.

Cleveland certainly appears
to be that team, given Gilbert’s
history of spending.

“You have to understand,
Dan Gilbert spent a lot of
money,” Williams said. “It
shows the commitment they
have to us. It’s not about how
much a guy makes. If the player
fits the team, they’ve never
shied away from the contracts,
even though other teams are
trying to shed money. They re
taking on more money. The
goal is clear what we want to
do.” Teams around the league
are positioning themselves for
James and the rest of the free
agents this summer. The
Knicks, Bulls, Wizards, Kings,
Heat and Clippers are among
the teams that will likely make
arun at a marquee free agent.

Some of those teams are
more appealing to James than
others. He quit talking about
next summer early on this sea-
son and has kept his word, side-
stepping a question about
whether it was good for so
many teams in the league to
clear cap space before Thurs-

day’s trading deadline.

“I think it all depends what
their plan is for the summer,”
James said. “I don’t think too
much and get involved much
with teams clearing cap space.”

Short of winning a champi-
onship, Gilbert has done all he
can to keep James happy. He
called acquiring Jamison
Cleveland’s big free agent sign-
ing, since the team won’t have
any cap space to take part in the
summer frenzy — other than
retaining James.

Gilbert, who successfully
steered a campaign recently to
bring casinos to Ohio, likes his
odds. “I don’t lose any sleep
over it,” he said. “I feel very
good about where the franchise
is, all the moves we’ve made. |
feel good about our odds of
winning. How do you build it
and give it its best odds? How
do you put it in the best position
to win? I think overall we’ve
done that. Whether it’s LeBron
or anybody, we believe this
franchise would be attractive
for anyone who wants to come
play basketball.”
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